
Jiran is a grassroots local communities initiative 
between the Shuneh and Jericho municipalities 

that develops shared community and re-
establishes historic connections through local 

delegations, exchange of  knowledge, and 
technical collaboration across the border. 
__________________________________________________ 

!
•Mohammad, why is this initiative important to you?  
I was born on the western side of  the Jordan River and I am now 
living and working on the eastern side. The distance between Shuneh 
and Jericho is very small, having just the river separating them. The 
initiative is important for everyone who is living on either side of  the 
valley because they can almost see each other and still there is a border. 

!
• How long have you been working on this idea and was 

there a certain inspiration? 
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The initiative began recently, inspired by a visit to Jericho coming from 
Shuneh. I’ve been thinking of  it for many years because I hear a lot from 
men my age or older who haven’t seen Jericho since ’67 and used to 
visit, work, live and study there. Now, they haven’t been there for 49 
years. It would be nice to give these people a chance to see the town that 

they knew as children before they pass away.  

!
• Are there already concrete ideas or examples of  how the 

collaboration would look and what it might achieve? 
There are many possible areas of  collaboration including environmental, 
agricultural and tourism. For example, there is a tourist information 
center in Jericho that we don’t have in Shuneh and there is the chance to 
train people from Shuneh and use the existing knowledge and experience 
in Jericho regarding tourism services. 

!
• What do you hope for the initiative to become? 
The ultimate objective is to make softer and more humane the travel and 
communication between both sides of  the river. The idea and the hope is 
that if  this works for Jericho and Shuneh it can be replicated in other 
towns along the border. There are 500 km of  border with people in 
similar situations facing each other. We hope that the Jericho and 
Shuneh project is successful, and we think it will be because any human 
would support such an initiative. Finding a way apart from  politics 
and government to make easier the exchange and travel of  knowledge 
and experience on a local level between Jericho and Shuneh. With 
ultimate hopes to repeat this in other places with other neighbors in the 
Jordan Valley.  
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Facebook: 

Jiran of  the Valley 

Valley of  Peace 

Instagram: 

@jiranofthevalley 

@ngochildren_of_the_valley 

If  you would like to learn more about the initiative and/or volunteer, donate, or participate in any 
way, please feel free to contact atiyehmohammad@gmail.com.  

We look forward to hearing from you!
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